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irregular, with nostrils distended, The animal appears nervous and the face has a strained anxious expression. If the head is lifted quickly, the membrana nictitans or third eyelid is observed to flick over the eye. This symptom alone is considered as positive indication of tetanus.
Noises excite the animal unnaturally. The head is carried straight forward in a stiff awkward pose. In the very acute cases of tetanus, the train of symptoms passes rapidly. The animal may stand in a cold sweat with the front legs spread and braced to help maintain the balance. Muscular spasms follow and sometimes the lips are drawn back, exposing the teeth. This has been described as an agonized grin of despair. The muscles that close the jaws contract and hold the jaws firmly fixed. In some instances the jaws are not locked but show evidence of stiffness.
The tail, quivering slightly, is carried high and stiffly extended. The animal finally becomes very stiff and stands rigidly, its body being shaken at intervals with convulsive spasms of the muscles. The sudden slam of a door may throw the horse into a series of violent muscular contractions. During these spasms the animal is in excruciating pain. During the course of the disease, appetite, bowel movements and urination are often entirely lacking.
Treatment
As soon as the disease is recognized, the animal should be placed in a darkened box-stall or some other outbuilding where it is very quiet and a veterinarian called immediately. If the location of the wound where the germ entered the horse can be located, it could be opened and washed with such an oxidizing agent as potassium permanganate. More often the wound is healed and the owner has no recollection of any injury to the animal. If the animal can eat and swallow, it may be tempted with soft and easily digested foods. If the jaws are tightly locked one should never try to give medicines of any kind. None is of any value in the treatment of this disease. Tetanus anti-toxin is valuable